For the fundamental idea of mixing cell suspensions by rotation at a low speed I am indebted to Dr. J. V. Dacie's book Practical Haematology (1950) .
The machine depicted here carries a variety of spring clips, to take different sized containers, on a turntable inclined at an angle of 450. The head rotates slowly so that the air bubbles in the containers travel completely up and down with each revolution. ThWe mixer is electrically driven and is silent in operation. There is an on-off switch, but the rotation can be stopped brieffy by hand without using this if desired.
The following advantages may be claimed for the use of this machine in haematology. Red and white cell suspensions can be made with 20 ml. and 50 ml. pipettes, thus dispensing with the less accurate bulb pipettes and reducing the error due to dilution. The tubes are then clipped to the mixer and after a lapse of three minutes can be removed as We much regret that in the description of a cell-suspension mixer by Dr. Matthews (J. clin.
Path., 4, 383) the pipettes were described as 20 ml. and 50 ml. These should be 20 c.mm. and 50 c.mm.
508

